, suggest that 1 might possess dibenzocyclooctadiene lignan with a hydroxyl and an ester groups. 
H-
1 H COSY) spectrum. Moreover, 1 H-13 C longrange correlation (HMBC) spectrum showed the couplings between H b -9 and C-15 and C-11, and between H-6 and C-16 and C-4 of respective aromatic rings, implying that 1 possesses a substituted butano moiety (C 6 -C 7 -C 8 -C 9 ) at C-5 and C-10, and two substituted aromatic moieties by C-15 and -16 linkage. From the above evidence, the skeleton of 1 was deduced to be a substituted dibenzocyclooctadiene lignan isolated previously from Schizandraceae plants. 8, 9) The other signals of functional groups including three methoxy groups, an oxygenated methylene group, and two secondary methyl groups appearing in the 13 C-and 1 H-NMR spectra, were assigned as C-19, 20, 21, and C-22, and C-17, 18, respectively, based on the HMBC and 13 A new C 18 dibenzocyclooctadiene lignan, kadsumarin A (1) was isolated from Kadsura matsudai HAYATA and Schizandra arisanensis HAYATA. The anti-HBeAg test revealed that kadsumarin A had activity at a concentration of 40 m mg/ml ‫1.09؍(‬ m mM). Its structural elucidation by spectral analysis was discussed in this note.
Key words Kadsura matsudai; Schizandra arisanensis; anti-HBeAg; kadsumarin A; lignan; Schizandraceae a) Multiplicity was determined from DEPT spectra. b) HMBC corresponded to two or three bonds. c) The assignments were explained in the text.
at m/z 384 (M ϩ ϪH 3 CCOO), which also correspond to the presence of an acetoxyl group. The ion at m/z 384 reflected the 1,2-elimination of acetic acid via McLafferty rearrangement involving the acetoxyl group. Detailed examination of the HMBC spectrum of 1 showed that the methyl proton (H-24) was correlated with carbonyl carbon (C-23), and the correlation between H-6 and C-23 revealed an acetic acid ester at C-6. On the basis of NOESY spectrum, three methoxy groups correlated with each other, and the methoxy group at C-12 correlated with H-11, providing further evidence that the three methoxy groups are adjacent at the same aromatic ring. In addition, the correlation between H-6 and H-4, CH 3 -18 and between CH 3 -17 and H-19, H-11 determine the exact orientation of functional groups at C-6, 7, 8, respectively, as shown. Consequently, the remaining quaternary carbon at C-1 (d C 146.5) would have a phenolic hydroxyl group for fitting the molecular weight of 1, so its structure was established unambiguously.
To study the stereochemistry of compound 1, the circular dichroism (CD) was also examined. The CD showing a negative Cotton effect at 260 nm suggested that compound 1 possessed an S-biphenyl configuration as gomisin B. 9, 10) Furthermore, kadsumarin A was assayed for in vitro antiviral activity against hepatitis B virus (HBV) according to our previously described procedure.
11) At a concentration of 40 mg/ml (ϭ90.1 mM), the effect of 1 was maximal at 6 to 9 days with a 40% inhibition of HBeAg production without evidence of cytotoxicity. To our knowledge, this is the first report that C 18 lignans with a dibenzooctadiene such as compound 1 has anti-HBeAg activity.
Experimental
The instruments applied for obtaining spectral data and chromatography were the same as in the previous paper. 
Extraction and Isolation
The dried stems of K. matsudai were extracted exhaustively with ethanol. The crude ethanol syrup was extracted five times with hexane. The n-hexane extract (58 g) was chromatographed on a silica gel column with n-hexane-EtOAc 
